
KA’ILA FARRELL-SMITH
A Lie Nation, Alienation: New Paintings

Stumptown Coffee Roasters is proud to announce Ka’ila Farrell-Smith as the first recipient of its 2019 Artist 
Fellowship programming. Farrell-Smith’s solo exhibition, A Lie Nation, Alienation: New Paintings is on view at the 
Downtown café from January 23rd through March 18th, 2019.

Join us to celebrate on Thursday, January 24th (5–7pm) 
We will have food, drinks, and DJ Seamstress of Sound (Sarah Farahat) on the turntables!

Ka’ila Farrell-Smith is a contemporary Klamath/Modoc visual artist based in Chiloquin, OR. The conceptual 
framework of her studio practice is focused on channeling research into a creative flow of experimentation 
and artistic playfulness that is rooted in Indigenous aesthetics and Abstract Formalism. Her work has been 
exhibited at the Tacoma Art Museum, Out of Sight Seattle, and the Museum of Northwest Art in WA, at the 
Missoula Art Museum, MT, and at Medici Fortress, Cortona, Italy. It can be found in the permanent collections 
of the Portland Art Museum and the Jordan Schnitzer Museum of Art. Farrell-Smith received a BFA in Painting 
from Pacific Northwest College of Art and an MFA in Contemporary Art Practices Studio from Portland State 
University. She was recently selected to attend artist residencies at Caldera, Djerassi, Ucross, PLAYA, the 
Institute of American Indian Arts, and Crow's Shadow. Additionally, she is a Co-director for Signal Fire Artist 
Residency Program. 
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Ka’ila Farrell-Smith’s newest works explore movement and painting as performance. Music plays an important 
role influencing the flow and palate of the artist’s practice, and an album that has frequented her studio is We 
are the Halluci Nation by A Tribe Called Red. Of particular importance is the poetry and lyrics from the late 
John Trudell in the track A Lie Nation (featuring Lido Pimiento and Tanya Tagaq), in which these new paintings 
are informally, yet directly rooted. 

The Halluci Nation  
The human beings  
The people see the spiritual in the natural  
Through sense and feeling 
Everything is related  
All the things of earth and in the sky have spirit  
Everything is sacred  
Confronted by the alienation  
The subjects and the citizens see the material religions through trauma and numb  
Nothing is related  
All the things of the earth and in the sky have energy to be exploited  
Even themselves, mining their spirits into souls, sold  
Into nothing is sacred not even their self  
The ALie Nation, the alienation

—John Trudell
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